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WASHINGTON, D. C.1
K« WSAS.THK LECOMPTOH CONSTITUTION.

SPEECH OF HOnTsOLOMON FOOT,
OF VERMONT.

IN Tilt SENATE OF THE UNITED STATE3,
March 20, 1858.

iut t, « in C«iMiU»i of the Whole, having
ut --i consideration the bill lor the admi«*ion of the State j
ot Km<at into the Union.

Mr. FOOT said:
Mr. President, I oppose tbe introduction of

K>.,in«ca into lh« TTnion nndor the LeoomDton
Constitution. I oppose the enforcement of that I

; C01 -titution upon the people of Kansas. It is
not the expression of their will. It is not their
free act and deed. It is not the work of their
hands. They are not only unwilling to accept j
it, they are not only unwilling to come into the
I 'niun under it, but they utter their most solemn
protest againsj the bonds. As an institution j
of State Government, the Lecompton Constitutionwas not formed in obedience to the will of
the people cf Kansas, nor iD pursuance of their
authority, nor yet in pursuance of any legal
authority whatever. It is only the product, the
consummation of a loug series of acts of usurpation,violence, and fraud; of artful devices,
and unmitigated outrage, the like whereof this
country had never before witnessed within its
borders. It was literally u conceived in sin
and brought forth in iniquity." And now Congressis invoked to legitimate this unnatural
bantling, and to force its recognition upon a

people who disown it, who spurn it, and turn
their backs upon it with indignant scorn and
disgust, as the offspring of violence and die-
honor. They have expressed their abhorrence
and repudiation of it in every possible, legal,
and authoritative form. They have repudiated
it by the popular vote and by legislative protestation.It is now brought into onr presence
here, in all its deformity, discredited and disowned,and with the stamp of the popular reprobationand rejection branded upon its fore
head. This is the Lecompton Constitution.
Shall it be imposed npou an unwilling and pro
testing people? In the name of justice and
freedom and self-government; in the name of
'the persecuted and down trodden and subjugatedpeople ol Kansas; in the name of the
sovereign State and equal copartner in this
Union of ours, iu whose behalf I am authorizedto speak in this august presence, though
it may be with feeble and unheeded voice, I
enter my earnest and perpetual protest against
the consummation of this great iniquity.
Aud now here, Mr. President, before proceedingfurther, let me say.and I rejoice in

being able to say.that the qnestion before us,
the momentous question before us, is not alto
get her a party qnestion; that it is bv no means

exclusively a sectional question. It is, more
1 .r.

prv^lj Bprnaiugt a UOOVIUU wi # '.yw
a question of the right of self-government; the
right of the people to be heard in the framing,
and to be consulted in the adoption or ratification,of the fundamental law under which they
are to be initiated into the Union of States, and
under which they are to he governed. This
question riadfe higher and far above the mere

partisan questions of the day. It expands and
reaches out far beyond any of the mere local
or sectional questions which so unhappily divideand alienate us from the ties of political
and social brotherhood. In opposition to this
measure of imposing a Constitution upon a

people who had no voice in its framing, and
which they utterly repel and repudiate, I, sir,

I as a Republican, join hands with the main
forces of the Northern Democracy. I jotu
bands in this opposi'ion with the leading men.
the strong, bold men; yr-a, Bir, with the giants
of that party at the North, who have led your
mighty hosts in mauy a field of contest; and
who, more than once, when success or defeat
hung doubtful and trembling in the stale, have
grasped your standard with their own strong
hand, and borne away the prize in triumph,
and laid the crown of victory at yoor feet. As
a Northern man, I join hands, in opposing this
great wrong, with conservative and strong men,
with honored and trusted men ; ay, sir, and with
Pro-Slavery men, yet honorable and patriotic
men, of the South. I join hands in resisting
this wrong against homan rights, with your
Walkers and your Stantons and your Wises of
the South: and, 1 rejoice to add, with your Bells
aud your Crittendens too.men whose fidelity
to the interests and the honor and to the insti
tutions of the South you will not be likely to
impugn, and whom you will hardly venture to
stigmatize as " miserable fanatics and Abolitionists,"as you are sometimes wont to do,
with flippant tongue.and senseless and unheededas flippant.all Northern men who fail
to yield a ready and willing obedience to the
behests of the Belial of Slavery.

I will further remark, in this connection, that
it is a great error to assume that parties in
Kansas are divided upon the basis of the polit-
ical or gectional divisions which prevail in the
couutry at large. The people of Kansas, so far
as there is any political division among them,
»re divided upon the question whether it shall
l»e a free State or a slaveholding State. Hence
the only recognised parties there are distinguishedand designated as the Free State and
the Pro-Slavery parties. And the Free-State
party, which embraces at least three-fourths of
the population of the Territory, is by no means
composed exclusively of those who sympathize
and act with the Republican party of the conntry; but it embraces a considerable portion of
those who sympathize and have always been
identified with the Democratic party of the
country. Nor is the Free State party by any
means composed exclnsively of thoee who came
from the Northern States; but it embraces a
very considerable number of these who came
from the Southern States. On the other hand,
the Pro-Slavery party in Kaue&s is not coin-
posed exclusively of those who came there from
the slavobolding States; but it embraces many,quite too many, who went there from the free
States ; and among them some who have been
prominent and leading actors in the scenes
of fraud and outrage which have so longbeen perpetrated with impunity upon the
Free-State people of that Territory. Mr. Calbouu,late President of the Lecomptou Convention,and " vice regent " of the Pro Slrvery
party in Kansas, who had the manipulation of
the returns ol the January State election, and
who will probably let the world know the result
just when be gets rt ady, is a Northern man,
originally, as 1 understand, from the State of
Massachusetts. Governor Ransom, the late
candidate of the Pro-Slavery party for Delegate
to the House of Representatives in Congress,
was originally trom my own Slate, and more

recently from Michigan, where he had filled the
offices of Judge of the Supreme Court and Governorof the State, and then terminated his politicalcareer in that State as a defeated DemocraticFiee-Soil candidate for the Senate of the
United States, in opposition to General Cats.
Ti a a a »! ai r « -t »

net acreoi), aimer, mruttan, ana otners, (tie
chief plotters and engineers of the notorious
Delaware Crossing frauds, 1 am informed, were
all Northern men. The very worst class of
" bcfder ruffians" in Kansas; "thechief priests
and scribes ol the Pharisees;" the active spiritsand the tile leaders of the Pro-Slavery or

Lecompton party, and the chief contrivers
of the frauds and villainies which have
marked the history of Kansas for the last
three years, (I am obliged and yet ashamed
to conteas it,) wore from the free States.
I am sorry that it is so. I am sorry that
trnth and justice require this admission. But
I am aware, at the same time, that it is 110
" new thing under the sun." Slavery has alwaysbeen accustomed to do its most cowardly
as well as its boldest works of aggression
through the agency of Northern men. Let the
responsibility and the accountability rest where
they belong.

The late Secretary and acting Governor of
the Territory, himself, informed me that, upon
going \o Kansas and becoming acquaintedwith the people, and with the condition of partiesthere., and with their opinions and sentiments,Le was not a little surprised to Had so
many of the inhabitants who had gone to that
Terntory from the Southern States.and some
g! item Dis oia aujuaintances from Tenues-
«ce.utw acting earnestly and vigorously with
the Kree Stale party.men born and reared
where Slavery existed, who had always been i
fro Slavery uien, and who went to Kauaae the
lrieads and the advocates of 81avery. But their
own observation had satisfied them that the
highest interest and prosperity of the Slate
would be "promoted by the exclnsion of Sla- )very.that the country was vastly better adapt-td to free labor than to Blave labor. It was not
that ihuae Southern men had any prejudiceagainst the institution of Slavery ; but theythought it not adapted to t£e soil and climate
pi Kansas. I have also been told, by persons

well acquainted with the state of feeling and of
parties in Kan-as. that if the question whether
it should be a free State or a stare State were

submitted to those alone who had gone there
frtftn the Southern States, they wonld decide,
without the aid of a single Northern vote, in
favor of making it a free State. I have no good
re-iSMi to doubt the correctness of this state.rli»nublit sentiment there,
'Hem m nn ium« « i.,

and among that tlass of citizeus in the Territory,upon this question. I will Kate another
fict in this connection. 1 am informed, upon
pood authority, that araona the Free-State
members of the present Territorial Legislature,
three ^f them were originally from the State of
Virginia alone, while there were bnt five of the
Free-State members of that Legislature from
all the New England States.
These facts, alone, forniah an appropriate

answer and a fitting rebuke to the persistent
and reiterated assertion that the Free State
party in Kansas is made np, in great part, if
not quite altogether, of " Northern fanatics and
Abolitionists," sent ont under the patronage of
the " Massachusetts Emigrant Aid Society." -I
repeat, then, that the question of bringing Kansasinto the Union nnder the Constitution recentlydevised at Lecompton, is not one which
divides the people, either in Kansas or in the
States, by old party lines, or by geographical
lines.

It is not to be denied, however, that this is
an Administration measure.most emphatically
an Administration measure.and urged on with
an infatuation as blind* as it must prove to be
fatal. Yea, more, sir; it is urged on with a

recklessness and desperation of spirit as heedlessand as defiant of the popular sentiment of
ihe country, as it is recreant to the principles
and pledges upon which it was brought into
power; or, as it is false to the promises and assurancesby which it lolled, for a time, the
storm in Kansas, and inspired hopes and expectationsin the country, only to await, as it
would seem, the rekindling of the flames of a
still fiercer strife, and to meet the fate of a more

sad disappointment. This issue is nreed on by
the Administration, against the voice of remonstranceand of warning from the great body of
the Democracy of the North, and from many
of its earliest and most efficient supporters at
the S >utb; and has c:>me to be made the tonchst.meof political fidelity to it, and of political
favor from it. In the vigor and pertinacity
with which this obnoxious mea<>ure is urged on

by the Administration, we are furnished with
Hio'her and striking exemplification of the
ancient adage, "whom the pods would destroy,
th«>T first make mad."

But, Mr. President, the material question
preoents itself to onr consideration.is this LecomptonConstitution the act and deed of the
people of Kansas? Do they give it the sanctionof their approval? Sir, I undertake to say,
what the whole country knows full well to be
true, that this Constitution is not the act and
deed of the people of Kansas, and does not receivethe sanction of their approval. And by
the people of Kansas, 1 mean the majority.
the great mass of her l>ona fide inhabitants.
or, to speak perhaps with more technical accu

racy, the majority of her legal voters. I undertaketo say that this Constitution is but the rehult,the bitter fruit, the logical sequence, if you
please, of a systemaric scheme of violence and
fraud, by which the people of Kansas have been
pursued, trodden down, and deprived of their
common rights as citizens and freemen; and by
which a small, unprincipled, and unscrupnlons
minority have been able to usurp and to wield
all the powers of the Territorial Government,
Sir, 1 will not weary this body by a recital of
the oft told tale of the wronps and injuries, the
subjugation and the persecution of the people
of Kansas. They are all familiar to the country,cr, at least, to those who are williug to
know the truth of what it answers a better purpose,for the moment, in others to deny. It is
enough for this occasion to say, that this dynastyof usurpation and tyranny was installed in
power by an armed invasion from the border
counties of a neighboring State, at the first Territorialelection, on the 30th day of March,
1855, when the bona fide settlers of Kansas
were overpowered and driven from the polls in
every district save one, and the election was

taken, by force and violence, entirely out of
their hands. The truth of this fact has become
historical. It stands upon the authority of the
incontrovertible testimony of Governor Reeder,
the investigations of a commission from the
National House cf Representatives, upon commonnotoriety, and upon the admissions of the
invading parties themselves, when, upon their
return to Missouri on the following dav, accordirpto the account given by their own organ,
published at the time in Weston, they came in
with music and banners, and loud huzzas, ma- jkinppublicand boastful proclamation that "they
iwia maae a ciean gweep 01 tne ivansas elec- '

tion." Well, sir, they did make a clean sweep ^of that election. I am quite tempted to ask
here, what if the people of Pennsylvania should
some time, by preconcert, and in organized and
armed companies, rush into Delaware or Marylandor Virginia, on election day, and ''make a !
clean sweep" of their legislative election? I
put the question, and leave it. unanswered, for
your contempletion. I leave the question to be ]answered by those who deny our right to inquireinto these things, and who deny our poweror authority to apply any correction or any '

means of prevention. I will only remark, by ]
the way, that the case of a Territory, being undr the peculiar care and guardianship of the
Federal Government, is much stronger than
the caee of a State.

With that spurious Territorial Legislature, j
was inaugurated a reign of usurpation and of
tyranny over the people of that Territory, which ;has no parallel in the history of the country, .

and which has been maintained by a correspondingsystem of fraud aud violence, with the *

Kr.ow'eflge ana acquiescence, it not with the h
countenance and connivance, of the Federal fi
A imii.ictrotion, and with the aid of Federal11cope, from that day to the parturition of the
Lecompton Convention; and this usurpation,
co maintained], is the natural parent of the Le- J
e.mpton Constitution. ...-Knowing whereof 1 £
speak, and to whom ana&f whom I speak, I y

abate not one "jot or tittle" from the full '

measure and significance of these declarations. .

A system of terrorism was thus established,under which the most flagrant outrages were 3
practiced with impunity upon the proscribed »

1'reoState people of Kansas. All protests ?
against tho illegality of these electious were

suppressed.A code of laws was euacted by ^this spurious Assembly, in keeping with its
own origin and character, and in harmony "

with the purpose of its creation, with a view to r
maintain the ascendency of the minority over r
the great majority of the people, and which r

aimed a deadly blow at the fundamental prin- h
ciples of free government.which imposed its
penalties upon the freedom of speech, upon the T
freedom of the press, upon the freedom of jury t
trial, and upon the freedom of suffrage ; and ^
which denounced the penalties of felony against h
all who should call in question the legal ex-a
Istence of Slavery, or the right to hold slaves r
iu the Territory. This bloody cede was en-E
forced by fitting instruments of the Govern-J
tnent, ai d with a spirit which seemed to exult*!
iu its own deeds of blood and barbarism. The ?
Free State men did not see fit to acknowledge^ti e authority of a Legislative Assembly foisted^
upon ihtm by a foreign invasion. They didf?
rot see lit to recognise the validity or the bind-jj
jti^ ui.u uuu-o.iuu vi uo ciioi.iuiuukd 7

ji< VfTi.bcle*a, refraining from all overt acta ofq
resistance to them. They could do no less.l
They could not acknowledge the authority of ^
that spurious Assembly, or its acts. Had they^made any such humiliating submission to the''
di inauds of usurpation and tyranny, tbeyj
would have shown themselves unworthy thed
title and unworthy the privileges of AmericanJ
freemen. H

In this condition of affairs, by a voluntary 1
movement of the people, and with a view ofj
a iop ting some peaceful measure of relief from-jthe despotism under which they were then snf ]
feriug, a Convention was holden at Topeka, inr
September, 1855, at whioh a Constitution oU
State Government was framed, was submitted^
to the people at large, was ratified by the popui
lar voice, and was presented to Congress, witVw
an appeal for admissiou under it into the^
Union. That application was rejected; theses
proceedings were denounced as revolutionary'?
And rebellious.rebellious, as against a spurious »'

Government in Kansas, Bet up by invaders,*
from Missouri! .and the name of44 Topekaites yy+.
has since been the slang phrase of vulgar re *"

preach to the majority of the people of Kansas
it seems to have been quite iorgotten that,inthe (Tase of the admission of Michigan, te?
lundaineutal condition of her admission har^-,
been rejected by a regular Delegate Conveu*.
lion, and that, subsequently, another Couven ,,
tiou was lorrned by a voluntary movement o*
tl.e peoplj, aud by the exercise of their o\r I

T*.
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pc ver, which expressed the as «nt of tb» peopleto the* prerequisite condfrion ; auT that,
thereupon, she was admitted >\to the ' jnion.
Ctm^resa said then, as we say.how, that mere
fo'ois and modta of proceeding* in such cases
are not to be regarded as ab»«Jutely as, tntial.
T <e material fact to be ascertained we % they
sail then, as we say now, is if -the will jf the
ptpple ? It matters little, the/*aid thet as we
8ft* now, how that will is axprheed, or, *>w it
is ascertained, provided alwayy it be « ^factory,reliable, and certain, -he aact anted
toiil of the sovereign people, by whateve «mode
of. manner of proceeding it ~*ay hav been
manifested, they said then, as »'» say no> ,must
b< the rule and the controlling law of tl j case.
>The application of Kansas for ad, ission

uuder that Constitution was Ejected,, id no

exempt has ever been made' to pat x into
operation. It was a proper, p\aoefnl, K'jfi not
an unprecedented mode of af dealing ^Congressfor admission into the Union, At for 1
rriiet from the oppressions of t a alien ^^yrsrn-
nrent within her Territory, hor this tfk, and
itfnot acknowledging the anth rity of th . Gov-
ernment which Missouri had m i up over them,
your President fulminates "lis anat ,emas
against the Free-State people of Kane* t, and
denounces them as rebels and traitors ; Js be- 1

iog " in rebellion against the 'ftgally-est *»lish-
et.- Government of the Territor£ and its ws!"
ard the unfounded imputation is cang *t np
ard rang and reiterated through all the ( ^gans (

of detraction and calnmny .Jiroughot * the <
c> antry.an imputation as un^ist to the Free- 1

S ite people Kansas as it is ' nworthy f the 1

C iief Magistrate of the Repnb' c. '
Sir, in the face of this ch< rge, I wi say i

ht re, in my place, and in this presence
'' that i

t'r fee people, who have been to mierepiysent- i

e , so maligned, and so calami iated, whf -have l

b en pursued for years with th' most per istent <

a id relentless ferocity by your pampera Gov- 1
e jnient hyenas, are, and eve"* have b» in, as I
c*derly and peaceful, and aa 1 tw-abidin *, and i

ai loyal, aa the most exalted oCtheir trat jcera, i

a., loyal to the Constitution ana laws o their <

c.untry aa any portion of the A anerican t jople.
V-hatever excesses or violence they my have 1
committed.and it is not iu human i stare, <
hinted and hounded as they -lave bey , that i

e censes should not have been (,dmmitte< /-they
h .ve been committed in the n.<cessary ^ /ence
o their lives, their property, r nd their jonse- i

h ilds. Persecuted as they ha is been, iMicted I

i^yon charges of constructive treason.tyrrime t
undefined, and unknown to f he Consecution i
ajd laws of the country.trea ion, too, against t

a.apnrions Government, cast n on then^ if for- i
nvnsa imnMflAftO^ limn r IftPffhO ItV.

rtpuoiuso, iuirv r, , »..4vbyperjured informers; huntedjike wild -* easts,
a;id driven from their own hooves ; thei^ #ettlententsbroken up; their villages sacked their
dwellings burued down; the b familiO and
fnends massacred before their < >ea; thei^jelves
ttodden down, subjugated, ltd worrw-d, as

tkev have been, what people o' earth e^/it exhibiteda more extraordinary ai d long-er^/uring
fitrbenrance? Had they tabtn speed" ven>r?anceinto their own hands, f ud drive-these
lawless marauders from the X irritory, u de1-veredthem over to the tende mercies-yf fire
q~id fagot," they would have stood ap roved
a^nd justified before Qod and a i mankiq ^
- Rebels, are they ? So, then,' irere the ethers
a.id their compatriots of the A uerican J evolution.yea,much more rebels lhan the. #; for
tfey actually took up arms ayainst the reoogr*sedGovernment of the iwother Gentry;
whilst these people have as yerl made rin pract';al resistance to the spuriom. Govern* ent to
tfpich they owe no allegiance, i hd which tjrinds
twern to the dust. They have has far d «ne no

£ore than to protest against its usurj K»d authority,and to appeal to Congress, thoi yet
it vain, for relief.
C Rebels, are they? If they are'rehels.an if this

i rebellion, then commend mci hencefo» Jh and
.^ermore, to such rebels and t 'J such re^llion.
K'o just such rebellion, in principle, are we in.sbted for'our national independence. just
ttch rebellion are we indebted for the pfcvilege

yf Bitting here to-day in this co tncil charter of
the nation. To just such r«lhellion every
moripftn f\t\vor\ fnr hirtK^trKt r\f

,ti8 Freedom. To just such ret ellion are we all, 1
j American freemen, indebted for all tUkt we jfave, and all that we are, and all that < re can !

rope to be on earth, which irf worth livjog for, 1

i r worth dying for. Sir, the active op irative *

principle of just such rebelli n has 1* jn the 1

^rigin and laid the foundation of all fr» a Governments.The living princ* Die of jaf t such {

^hellion has been, in times ps Bt, as it « all be e

times to come, the redempt in of do\ trod- J
-en humanity from the bondaj e of oppt jsion, \
,,nd from the tread of a deal and dun b and ^
lind despotism. It is the Bpirl; which ar mates- *

jSist, euch a rebellion which it to wake «p the Jnations of the Old World fron the stup /, and ''

*p dispel the thick darkness which haw-hung 8
Ipon them through a long po«r night 3^ des- 8

i>otism. It is the spirit, though yet silmt and *
'tuseen it may be, before whom' resistless power 1
he rotten and crumbling dyna ties of tha earth, 8

iow grim and hoary with the '«ge and w)th the
Srimea of departed generation"!, are yet to fall, 8

and no more to plague the na ions of mJn. It
-a this spirit which is to arousi the slon bering }
-,nd oppressed millions of th> earth to -a new 11

*,nd a higher life.to the assertion and > ealiza- c

jion of God's own gift to man --his inal *nable
tight to freedom, independet ce, and a 4f-gov- 8
'

rnment. Sir, I commend His spirit in the
oeople of Kansas. Call theva rebels, if you
Mease ; persecute them ; opy "ess them is you *
may ; yea, annihilate them if « on can; \ jt you 1

g'ill never permanently subdt e them. Iy the ^
Arbitrary exercise of your j -ower, yc, may B

tnake them all martyrs to ' reedom; wtit, as 1
God livetb, no power on earth shall be J>le to r

make one man of them the s ave of y ir des r

potism. If the voice of my coc usels couk ^ reach *
them in their far-off Western <omes, wj- re the i
sun goes down in lurid light upon th«^ hum- 8

hie dwellings, it should be, "stand irm;" r
' make no dishonorable con» essions to usurp- ^
ation and tyranny," 44defflind justly, and 1

hothing less than justice." 4' If that be Jenied
you," " if submission or dea h must c me at c
last," then, 44 better die all f eeuien, tl »n live [
all slaves." > j
So much, begging pardon, dr. Presiljnt, by 1

way of episode, in response tc the charg of re 1

hellion, as applied to the ac> ion of th> Free- *
p'ate people of Kansas. Bt t now, he / is it '
with the other side ? How 'lit with ie mi- (

nority of usurpers in the T< Titory.* th the '

real authors of all the strifes a id nist-hit .which 1

have so long afflicted Kansas, and fi jd her
people with lamentation and woe? w is it 1
with those who have let loose tl eif sleuth tonnds i
upou the heels of Free State men.wit those 1
who have plundered freemi n and d, <poiled >
them of their goods, and hi-ve destroy /d free t

presses; and who, with equal meat Ha of
meanness and malice, have indicted, . , com- 1
mon nuisances, bridges over which Fr t-State 1
men were accustomed to ptoa, and h Vis in 1
which Free-State men were accustc ted to t
lodge? How is it with those who hav» -urned 1
adrift women and children Without h£ id and 1
without protection, and with '-hose whov* hands
are red with the blood of assassination ; How 1

is it with those who have espied the chorions <by force and violence, or by'tcbemes cTwholes»lefraud and forgery-.-wit 1 those wf^m&kefalse certificates, and copy into the Returnswhole pages of names from wld Direct (i®s, to
swell the lists of pretended oters, aiw insist,with serai serious and sanC'.imonioa* "visage,
upon their being counted ; aid who op jily denouncethe Governor of the /Territory 4 dere-
lict in official duty, or as exfseding his fowerm,when they find him quite to?< honest t nan to
answer their purposes of ktavery anf crime?
Who are they whh have practiced thet ^.abominablefrauds and villaiaies, *rhefewitlo1 to rob
freemen of their moet sacred wightsyj Who
and what are they who hav&dorie the^ thingswith unblushing effrontery f i ti e fsny.f highheaven, and who have viol^ed ull laic' human
and divine? Oh I They Are^he and
order party," says the Premies!! in hi special
message. They are the " law anl ordt. party,"
says the report of your coiStmi'^ee. ^he perpetratorsof these outrages *nd crime- untold,instead of being brought to ju»"\ice, 1 itead of
being visited with condign pt oishcj -nt, are
suffered to go at large, un4 hip ped o justice.
All these ^ts of violence aid (,f vill iny, and
the authors of them, are p<»seed ova, without
notice and in silence. Not > word oi reproof,
dot a word of censure, not word of y countenance,not a suggestion th<t tFey h. re done
anything wrong, is heard ffont the 1- esident,
nor from any who speak or uo his wif

But, what is more significant stilV he foremenand leaders in these wrongs and jutrages,
which make humanity weep end eo» fnon de
cency blush, instead of receiving any .mark of
displeasure, seem to be in the frill tvjojment
of the Executive favor, and in the (^ssessionof the choicest offices in the gift*of ih^Federal
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Government within the Territory. Sir, is it
any wonder they have grown so bold, so de-
Sent, and so shameless in the practice of their
iniquities? Think you they ao not know full
well where their security lies ? Think you
they do not know their master's will, and that
in doing bis pleasure there is abundant safety?
See who moat enjoys the smiles and benedictionsof the National Executive, aud then see
who have most incurred his disfavor, and suf-
fared removal from office, in Kansas and outtideof Kansas, and for what cause. Then we
may cease to wonder that the most stupendous
frauds and the moet flagrant outrages go unchallengedand unrebnked, and go with entire
impunity, provided only and always, they are
committed by the " law and order party I"
The moat high-banded and atrocious schemes
of fraud and villainy, for cheating freemen of
their birthright, have been committed by this
u law and order party," under the patronage of
the Federal Goverment, and have now reachedtheir culminating point in the production of
the Leoompton Constitution. No wonder, indeed,it is the adopted pet of the Administration.No wonder the Administration come forwardnow, and assume the relation and office of
godfather to the limping and ill-shapen brat at
the baptismal font. It is the offspring of the
' law and order party."
Mr. President, there is nothing in the historyi)f the proceedings in which this LecomptonConstitution had its origin and its completion

to commend it to our favor. Indeed, the more
we examine it, the more reason we And why
we should reject it. We see its whole history,from beginning to end, marked with fraud and
riolecce. The grand objection to it, already
noticed, and which stands in the foreground of
ill the others.that it is the work of a small
minority, which, by the aid of an armed inva-
rion from an adjoining State, had usurped and
leld the control of all the powers of the Terri.ory,to the exclusion of any participation in it,
sve'n to the exclusion of the free exercise of the
right of voting, by the majority.is decisive,
sontrolling, and unanswerable.
The very clear and able argument of my

honorable colleague, [Mr. Collamkr,] as containedin his report and in his speech upon this
inbject, and especially in reference to this point,
has not been met, and, in my judgment, cannot
be successfully met. This likewise answers the
assumption and the assertion often made, that
hose who stood aloof from the elections, and'!
,ook no part in them, even though thej were
n a majority, are concluded by the action of
.hose who did take part in them, and who did
rote. As a general proposition, this is true.
It is a common political axiom which nobody
lisputes. But it has no application in this
?ase; it has no application in a Government of
isorpation, which can impose no obligation
lpon the people, nor claim allegiance from
hem. Moreover, the majority were not allow>dthe exercise of the privilege of voting if
.hey would. They were not allowed the priviegeof wresting the power from the hands of
.he usurpers in this way. They did not vote,
limply because they were not allowed to vote.
it the first Territorial election they did not
rote, because they were driven from the polls
jv force of arms. At the second Territorial
Section, in October, 1856, they did not vote,
>ecau#e they were denied the exercise of the
'ight of suffrage by teet-oaths and other uucon-
ilitutional and tyrannical restrictions, imposed
spon them by tlye first spurious Missouriau
Assembly, for the very purpose of excluding the
najority of the people from voting, and thus
or the purpose of maintaining the political
ascendency of the minority, and so of keeping
ip the Government of usurpation. At the delegateelection in June, 1857, they did not vote,
>ecause, in additiou to these restrictions, most
»f which were still in force, although a few
>f the most obnoxious of them had been re>ealedby the second Territorial Legislature at
he instance of Governor Geary, a census and
egistration act for this particular election,
rhich had been passed by the same Legislaure,was so executed as to disfranchise a large
>ortion of the Free-State men, to say nothing
>f the unequal apportionment of the election
listricts under that act, and to say nothing of
heir just apprehensions of a repetition of the
icenes of violence aud fraud which they had
>efore exnerienced. and to sav nothing of tbnir

bo a voie 01 me people, who shall be bona fideresidents of the Territory next fall.'44 And in his inaugural address to the peopleof Kansas, Governor Walker said :44 1 With these views, well known to the Presidentand Cabinet, and approved by them, I acceptedthe appointment of Governor of Kansas.My instructions from the President, throughthe Secretary of State, under date of 30th ofMarch last, sustain " the regular Legislature ofthe Territory in assembling a Convention to
form a Constitution," and they express the
opinion of the President, that when such Constitutionshall be submitted to the people of theTerritory, they must be protected in the exerciseof their right of voting for or against thatinstrument; and the fair expression of the popularwill must not be interrupted by fraud orviolence.

4441 repeat, then, as my clear conviction,that nnless the Convention sq}>mit the Constitutionto the vote of all the actual resident settlersof Kansas, and the election be fairly andquietly conducted, the Constitution will be, andought to be, rejected by Congress.' "

In addition to all this, the faith and prin- ;ciplee and platforms of the Democratic party f

disposition to do any act which coald be toraredinto a recognition of the authority of the
isurpation.
But, aside and independently of all these

sonsiderations, they had the assurance of GovirnorWalker and Mr. Secretary Stanton,
peaking by authority of express and explicit
nstructions from the President of the United
States and his Cabinet, that the Constitution,
rhen framed, should be submitted to a direct
ote of all the bona fide inhabitant# of Kansas,
or ratification or rejection. This pledge was
;iven over and over again, in the most solemn
.nd positive manner, by the President and his
Cabinet; by the organs of the Administration
hroughoot the country; by Governor Walker
,nd Mr.*Stanton, through their official instruc*
ions and by public proclamation; by a portion,
,t least, of the candidates for the Convention
hemselves, and by the press of all parties in
tansas. This was the universal understandng,not only in Kansas, but throughout the
ountry.
Mr. GREEN. Will the Senator give way, to

Jlow me to make a request of him t
Mr. FOOT. Certainly.
Mr. GREEN. My request is, that theSenaorwill produce, as I may, perhaps, hereafter

uake some remarks on the subject, the eviienceto show that Mr. Stanton ever gave that
asurance while he was the Acting Governor;
hat Governor Walker ever gave that assuauce; that the President ever gave that assuance; that the law which clothed the Convenionwith authority to form a Constitution ever
;ave that assurance ; or that the people themelvesever understood there was such an assuance.If the Senator will produce that eviience,I shall have something to answer when
he time comes.

Mr. FOOT. The reason I have not alreadylone it, is because I thought it a work of suH-rerogatiou.That evidence has been incor»oratedinto more than a dozen speeches aleadymade on this tloor ; aud that is the reason
*hy 1 have not taken up the time of the body
>y producing it, and reading it to the Senate.
iut if it be desired by the Senator, before this
lebate shall close, I will procure that evidence
ind read it again. I have not the documents
iow before me.

Mr. COLLA.MER. Here is the report of the
leuator from TUinois, [Mr. Docgi.as,] contain- 1

ng some extracts from the instructions of the
President to Governor Walker on this point,ind from Governor Walker's inaugural ad- i
Iress.
Mr. FOOT. My colleague places in my t

lands the report of the honorable 8enator frem 1

Illinois, chairman of the Committee on Territo- 1

net, from which I will read the following exracts,which fully maintain my assertion, and t
[ hope will be quite satisfactory to the Senator
rrom Missouri on the point of his inquiry." The President, in his instructions to Gov.
Walker, through his Secretary of State, under
late of March 30, said :
" ' When such Constitution Bhall be submit-ted to the people of the Territory, they must be

protected in the exercise of their right of votingfor or against that instrument, and the fair <jx.pression of the popular will must not be interruptedby fraud or violence.'
"Governor Walker, in an official dispatchto the Secretary of State, under date of June

2, said:
" ' On one point the sentiment of the peopleis almost unanimous.that the Constitution

must be submitted for ratification or rejection
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of the country, aa enunciated in their Cincinnatiresolutions, in Mr. Buchanan's letter of acceptance,and in hisr inaugural address, were

Accepted as a pledge and a guarantee to the
people of Kansas, of the full and free exercise
of this right. Relying upon these solemn and
reiterated pledges, and this universal and unquestionedunderstanding, the Free-9tate peoplemight very well regard it as they did regard
it.of comparatively little importance who composedthe Convention, what particular individualshad the framing of the Cansdtntion, or
whether they were chosen by few or by many
votes, so long as whatever Constitution they
might frame was to be submitted to the people,and to pass the prdeal of their scrutiny and of
their vote. If they approved it, they could say
so; if they did not approve it, they conld Bay
so, and reject it The Constitution, the whole
Constitution, and nothing bat the Constitution,
was to be presented, for a direct vote, to the
people themselves, for their approval or disapproval.Under these circumstances, the FreeStatepeople refrained from takinir anv nart in
that efectlon. In addition to all the other reasonsfor not taking part in this election, these
pledges and assurances furnished a very stronginducement and justification for this course of
action.

This Lecompton Convention having been
elected under these circumstances, under these
positive and repeated promises and pledges,and with the universal understanding that they
were to submit the Constitution to a direct and
fair vote of the people, for acceptance or rejection,it is quite too late now to say that the
Convention was invested with the sovereigntyof the people; that they were the people in a
representative capacity ; that all the powers of
the people, in that behalf, had been delegated
to them; that they acted instead of the people,and without restriction; that they were at libertyto withhold from the people whatever Constitutionthey might frame. They were investedwith no such sovereignty, with no snch authority,with no Buch power. They were investedwith no power but to frame a form of
Constitution for the consideration of the people,
to be ratified or rejected by them, as they should
Bee fit. So the people of Kansas understood it
at the time. So the delegates themselves understoodit. So everybody everywhere understoodit. Tbey were the mere agents of the
people, with authority clearly limited, to performa particular act, which, when done, was
to be delivered over to their principal, the people,for their final action. They were a mere
committee of the people.mere scribes or prothonotaries,selected for the purpose of drafting
a form of Government to bo submitted to the
people, for their acceptance or refusal, as they
should judge to be for the best. This was the
utmost extent of the authority with which that
Convention was invested.

Sir, the Free-State people of Kansas knew
very well, from past and bitter experience, that
they would be cheated in one way or another,
if they went to the polls at that election. They
knew enough ot the members of that Conventionto believe them capable of any swindle
which by any possibility they might be able to
practice upon them. But they had not then
learned how soon the President of the United
States would forget his pledges ; they had not
then learned, and could not have been made to
believe, after all his fair promises, that be would
so soon bring the infiaence of his position and
the power of his patronage to aid in the effort
to carry out to its final and bitter end a flagrant
deception practiced upon them.a bald and
barefaced and impudent mockery of their hopesand expectations, and of their right, too, under
the pretence of a submission, which was no
submission at all, and by which they were trickedout of the privilege which had been most,
solemnly assured to them, and by which they
were wheedled out of the exercise of the most
B&cred rights which belong to American freemen.It seems the Convention knew their
master much better than the people did. Will
Congress ratify the cheat? That is the question,and the very question now before us.

Let us see, now, sir, how these pledgeshave been redeemed. The President and his
Cabinet, and the whole Democratic party, and
even the delegates themselves, were too stronglyand too publicly and notoriously committed
to a submission of the Constitution to a direct
vote of the people, for approval or rejection, to
be altogether overlooked or disregarded. Some
plan, some divice, must be contrived, by which
at least to save appearances.to save some
appearance of consistency and of common
honesty, and, at the same time, to save this
bo/us Constitution. The recent Territorial
election had made it very apparent, that if the
Constitution was submitted to the people, it
would be rejected by an overwhelming vote ;and yet, it would hardly do to withhold it altogetherfrom them, after the whole party, from
the President of the United States down to the
President of the Lecompton Convention, had
pledged themselves before the world that it
should be submitted to the popular vote. So
a cunning device was hit upon, by which to
nock the people with an appearance of submittingthe Constitution to them, and. at the
iame time, making it impossible to cast a vote
igainst it. No knave ever hit upon a more
u-tful scheme by which to oover his own villainyand to delude the public. The device
rumiehe8 a mere pretext of having done what
everybody had promised should be done ; when,
n fact, nothing of the kind has been done.
The plan contrived for the pretended submissionof the Constitution was this: Two

tinds of ballots, and only two kinds, were to be
iBed : one of which was endorsed " Constitnionwith Slavery ; " the other, 14 Constitution
with no Slavery." These were the forme preicribedby the Convention, and these were the
>nly ballots that could be cast. A more artfol
jiece of legerdemain was never contrived by.he wit of man. Let us see its operation. The
people could only vote for the 44 Constitution
with Slavery," or for the44 Constitution with no
Slavery ;" but for the Constitution, at all events,
if they voted at all. No man, who voted at all,zould vote against the Constitution. Bat it is
said and insisted that the question of Slavery
jt no Slavery was fairly submitted to the people;and that being the great question in controversy,that the pledge to submit the Constitutionte the people was virtually answered.
But, sir, the question of Slavery.the questionwhether Kansas should be a free or slave
State.was not submitted to the people. Now,
let us look a little further into this trick, bywhich it is pretended that the Slavery question
was submitted to the people, when, in fact, it
did no such thing.
Now, it will be perceived, by reference to

the schedule which describes the plan of submission,that if a majority of the ballots cast
Are for the 44 Constitution with Slavery," then
the Constitution was to stand as it was framed,
without change or modification; and nobody
denies but that is a Pro-Slavery Constitution.
But, if a majority of the ballots cast were for
the 44 Constitution with no Slavery," then the
Constitution was still to stand a* it was framed,
except that the seventh section, which authorizesthe future importation of slaves into the
State, was to be stricken out. This was the
only change that was to be made in the Constitution,in case a majority of the people
voted the ballot44 Constitution with no Slavery."
Now, observe.and here is the trick.that, althoughthe seventh section should be stricken
out, the Constitution still provides, in the
schedule.which was not to be, and could not
be, stricken out by any vote of the people, nnder
the prescribed form of ballot.that " the right
of property in slaves now in the Territory shall
in no manner be interfered with;" and this
provision was to be retained, although a majorityof the ballots cast should be," Constitution
with no Slavery 1" And, besides, the seventh
Bection contained some excellent and humane
provisions, which it would be desirable to retain,if Slavery was to be at all tolerated by the
Constitution. It provided, among other things,
for the proper care and treatment of slaves, and
for their future emancipation, with the consent
of their owners ; but no such provision is made
in any other section. So that, iu fact, the
" Constitution with no Slavery," aooording to
the form of the ballot, with the seventh section
striken out, is a much more obnoxious ProSlaveryConstitution than is the " Constitution
with Slavery," according to the form of the
ballot, with the seventh section retained.
The unavoidable effect of this trick was, in

the first place, that nobody oould vote against
the Constitution. And, in the second place,
that whoever voted at all, must vote for the
Constitution at all events; and for a Pro-Slavery
Constitution, at all events. Indeed, if a FreeSt&teman were to vote at alt, it would be more
consistent with his feelings and his principles
to vote the ballot, "Constitution with 81avery,"
than to vote the ballot, " Constitution with no

Slavery;" for the reason that the Constitution,
with the seventh suction retained.and this is

6, 1858.
the effect of the ballot endorsed u Constitution
with Slavery".is much lens objectionable than <
the Constitution with the seventh section 1
stricken out. which is the effect of the ballot i

endorsed, "Constitution with no Slavery." (
But I desire to look a little farther still into i

the practical operation of this Lecompton Con- !
vention swindle. I use this term intentionally i

and deliberately, as the most appropriate and t
significant which can be applied to this device for t
sub mitting the Constitution to the people. The 1
President, in his special medbage of the 2d of t

February, says, " Kansas, therefore, at this mo- i

ment, is as much a slave State as Qeorgia or 1
South Carolina " Now, then, aooording to this <

assumption and this mode of submission, if (
every voter in Kansas had cast the ballot, " Con- t
stitution with no Slavery," it would have still t
left Slavery there jost as it is now, under that f
clause which declares that" the right of property 1
in slaves now in the Territory shall in no man- <

ka inlarfaroH with " knit wliiph anonniinir tA t

Mr. Buchanan's statement, would have still left
it just as much a slave State as Georgia or South
Carolina. So that, by no possibility, under this
mode of submission, could any man vote for makingKansas any less a slave State than it now is;
and, of necessity, he could by no possibility vote
for making Kansas any less a slave State than
Georgia or Sonth Carolina. There is no escape
from this conclusion. And this is just what
was designed by this mode of submission. This
was a fair submission of the Slavery question,
was it?

Sir, no question was submitted to the people
of Kansas, whether it should be a slave State
or not. And yet the President of the United
States affronts the intelligence and the common
sense of the American people, when he says, in
his special message, that this upresented a fair
opportunity to the people of Kansas to decide
this exciting question in their own way," but
that "they refused to exercise this right." Sir,
the President knows, every Senator here knows,
every man of common intelligence in the conntryknows, not only that the Constitution was
in no manner or form submitted to the people
for ratification or rejection, but that the question
of Slavery itself was sot submitted to them. The
mode of submission did not admit of any vote
against the Constitution, nor of any vote against
Slavery in the State, just as it exists there now;
and where the President says it exists joet as
mnch as it does in Georgia or South Carolina.
Whoever asserts that the Slavery question was
fairly submitted to the people of Kansas, or that
the question, whether it shonld be a slave State
or a free State, was submitted to them at all.
to nse the mildest form of expression.entirely
mistakes the fact, and, ihough he may be de- f
ceived himselt, be makes quite too large a draft i

upon the credulity or the ignorance of the *

public. F
There wag no mode, therefore, in which the t

Free-State |>eople could testify their disapproval J
and their abhorrence of the whple thing, ex- (
cept by refusing to vote at all on the 21st of I
December. They were not allowed to vote «

against it; they could not, in conscience, vote
for it; there was, therefore, no other course >
left for them, but to decline voting altogether t
on that occasion. In this way they manifested t
their most emphatic condemnation of it, and a
of the insolent chicanery, by which a bald, na- c
ked pretence that the 81avery question was fairly a

submitted, is set up, when, in truth, even that t
partial submission was never made. And now a
this piece of jugglery is claimed, and is espe- y
cially plead, as a fulfilment of the most Bacred t

pledges ever given by men in high life or in
low life, that the Lecompton Constitution b
should be submitted to a fair vote of the peo- I
pie. Sir, no wonder the people of Kansas a
feel indignant and outraged at so base a be- F
trayal. No wouder the people all over the J
country are aroused to indignation, and are e

gathering together in vast assemblages to give ti
utterance to their indignant protests, in thun- tl
der tones, against the consummation of this t<
great wrong and treachery toward the people «
of Kansas. Sir, the earthquake voice of an tl
indignant and insulted nation's stern rebuke is b
already beginning to break upon your ears, and f(
is pealing at the very doors of the Capitol. A o
fearful account awaits those who shall disre- b
gard these popular appeals. They come forth tl
from the deep swelling heart of an incensed cl
people. le

Bat, Mr. President, notwithstanding all the tl
duplicity and the treachery which have been w

practiced upon the people of Kansas; not- tl
withstanding the Convention refused to submit
the Constitution, or any part of it, to a direct tl
vote of the people; notwithstanding all efforts P'
to suppress any and all expression of the public di
voice upon it, we are not left in the dark upon fc
this subject. We are not left to donbt or con- m

jecture in regard to the judgment and will of y<
the people of Kansas upon this Lecompton "

Constitution. That judgment aud will have m

been recently expressed upon it in a most em- tb
phatic manner on two occasions.once, indi- gi

.1 .i_ I.., r\ _i t .. i *
rcuuy, toe ittoi Kjvwutsr xerritonai eiecuun, m

and once, directly, upon the Constitution itself, hi

on the 4th of January hist. At the October 01

election, the people of Kansas, for the first
time, through the agency and influence of of
Governor Walker, were suffered to go to the wi

polls and vote, without serious hindrance or m

molestation. That election resulted in the tb
signal success of the Free State party, by wi

about four to one, in a spirited canvass, in hi
which the Pro-Slavery party turned out in full fe
strength, and polled tneir entire vote; and T
when they attempted to return about three th
times the number of votes they actually cast q<
You all remember the Oxford returns, contain- ti<
ing some sixteen hundred names, copied from ac
the Cincinnati Directory 1 And you all know gi
the sequel. The result of this election.the n|
only one in which the relative strength of the b<
two parties bad been tested at the polls.was pi
considered, both in Kansas and throughout the
country, as decisive of the issue between tbem, ar
whether Kansas should be a free or a slave U|State. The result of this election was every- fQ
where considered as virtually settling that ques- tj,
tion. All men, of all parties, at the North, aud (j(
many at the South, said that the question was jn
now settled ; that Kansas had spoken for her- 8e
self; that a large majority of her people were fc,
in favor cf a free 8tate; that it would be in p(vain, and worse than in vain, to attempt to re- ai
gist her will i that she would and most be a pj
free State. This was the language of the peo- ar

pie everywhere; and great credit was claimed, jr
as due to me poucy 01 mr, oucnanan s Ad- j,
ministration, for thia auspicious result, by the b;
entire Democratic party and the Democratic 8e
press throughout the free States. w
So decisive was this expression of the popu- te

lar sentimeat in Kansas, that many of the del- m
egates.all being Pro-Slavery men.refused to
attend tho adjourned meeting of the Conven- ^tion, so that but a quorum of the number were ^
ever reassembled. The impression very generallyprevailed that they would now abandon
the attempt to frame a Constitution. The Con- J1vention was entirely Pro 81arery, and would
not frame a Free State Constitution; while, to
frame a Pro-81avery Constitution, was only to ersubject it to certain.rejection by the people, If
submitted to them agreeably to the general ^understanding and promise. It was generally ^supposed, for a while at least, that under these v(circumstances they would frame no Constitu- .<

tion, and thus about half yield to ao clear and ^deciaive an expression of the popular judgment. jQBut, deapite this manifestation of the popular
aeotiment in Kansas, and of the prevalent opin- gion in the country, this bare quorum of the

z(Convention proceeded to buaineea, and thia Le-
n(

compton contrivance purports to be the fruit of -ptheir labors; it purports to be the Work of their ^hands. L>x>king at the result of this election
alone, can it leave a doubt in the mind of any ^nnprejudiced man aa to the popular sentiment ojin Kansas in respect to this Constitution ? Can
any man say, in truth and sincerity, that he
believes it expresses the will of that people, or
even of one-fourth part of that people T I f*
answer for myself. Let others answer for them- U:
selves. The report of the majority of the oom- 81
mittee hardly alludes to thia election.a very ul
significant omission. °|

Mr. GREEN. If the Senator will show when j

that subject was referred to the committee, I
will then slow why we passed it over. It was Jf
never before us ; and if any person of the com-
mittee, as a committee man, has made use of |j!it, he has done so on his own responsibility, and
not because the Senate referred that subject to
the committee.

Mr. FOOT. Why, then, did the Senator ^make any reference at all to that election in his
report? Why did ne say that election was held ^under circumstances peculiarly favorable to the }cFree State party? p,Mr. GREEN. Because it had been used aa &
an argument against the Constitution, and to ¥
show that it had nothing to do with it. The hi
object was not to explain it, bat to show that it S
had ne reference to the subject of the forma- no
tion of the Constitution. I

Mr. FOOT. I paw over without remark or i
jommeutury the notorious Oxford, McGee, and
iickapoo trauds, in this October election, <
therein the attempt was ma^le to count the
Cincinnati Directory against' the Free-8tate
>arty; the rejection of which cost Walker and
Jtanton their official heads, as the Free-State
nen had told them it wonid, "the moment
hey attempted to do right." They did attempt |o do right, and their removal from office is the
orfeit. They learned, though a little too late,bat they had been sent to Kansas on anothermd a very different errand than to see lhat theFree-State men should have " fair play" in thelections. Like their predecessors, Reeder andjleary.although all of them were appointed to <

iiujjuiuiui iruHw as me special friends of Ihe Federal Administration; all of them the irienda and supporters of the principles of theKansas Nebraska bill, and two of them South- 1

>rn men, friends and advocates of the insti- iution of Slavery, and would have been glad i
o have seen it established in Kansas, if it i;onld have been done by fair jneans, and with |he consent of the people.yet the moment |hey manifested any regard to the dictates of i
lOHor or conscience, or to theirown self-respect, jind refused to prostitute their official functions
o aid in carrying out any of these schemes of (rand and villainy which had been the orderif the day in that Territory-i-from that mo-
uent they incurred the bitter and open hostility>f the Pro Slavery party in Kansas, and fell \uto disfavor with the Adminialr&tiou at Wash- ,ngton. Thank Gk>d t they £annot dishonor |hem in the estimation of the American peo- :>le. Comment, sir, is unnecessary. The simpleacts themselves carry with them their own <
nost pointed and significant commentary. I ,rill only remark, ttat if the Administration
lave had no complicity with the reign of terror,
vrong, and oppression, in Kansas, there is
ome reason to fear that history will hardly dohem justice.
Again, Mr. President, we are not left here

iven in regard to the evidences of the will ofhe people npon this subject. That will has
>een expressed still later, and in a still moreemphatic form, in a direct votjp upon the Con- <

titution itself. Acting Governor Stanton, seengthe excitement and indignation of the peo- tlie at the manner in which tbey had been im- i
losed upon, deceived and betrayed by the Con- j'ention in withholding the Qonstitntion from i

hem, in violation of all the pledges which had
>een so publicly given, and nt the apparent iletermiuation to have it imposed npon them ,

rithout a hearing, as an act of prudence andif justice, and with a view to allay the populardeling, convened the newly-elected Territorial
legislature in extra session. Upon his recom- ,nendation, they passed an act by which the 1

leople were authorised to vote upon the Constiution,either for it or against it, on the 4th
lanuary, that being the day appointed by theConvention for the elpetinn nf flnna*» .«! 1

V* vivTviuwi auu

jegislature under the provisional State Govsrnment.
This afforded the people not only a fair, but

t gave them the only opportunity accorded to
hem, in which they could vote upon the quesion of the ratification or rejection of that intrument.The people improved that onlyipportunity afforded to them for this purpose,,nd the result was, a majority of more than ten
housand against the Constitution. That vote l
tauds unimpeached and unimpeachable. Do
on desire to know the will of the people upon .

his subject? Do you desire to know whether ft is their free act and deed ? Do you desire to
.now whether they approve or disapprove it?iave you any desire* to know whether you are
.bout to do an act in flagrant disregard of the e* 1
tressed will of the people of Kansas ? There .
ou have their answer. There you have the
vidence.decisive, unmistakable, and authori- 1

ative. By more than ten thousand majoritybey repudiate this Constitution. By more than
sn thousand majority they protest against its
nforcement upon them. By more than ten
lousand majority they solemnly protest againsteing forced into the Union under it. I do not
>rget the vote for the Constitution on the 21st
f December. That vote, as certified by Caloan,was slightly over six thousand, more
:an half of whicb, it has been shown, were
learly and indisputably fictitious and franduint.amere repetition of the Oxford fraud at
le October election. But, counting them all,
e have still an aggregate majority of near five
tousand against the Constitution. Is such an
cpression of the popular will, in reference to <e
le frame of government under which it is proisedthey shall live, to be utterly ignored and e\

isregarded ? Sir, what becomes of the greatindamental principle of all republican govern- t,ec
lent, that 44 the majority must rule 1 " Is this
>ur exposition of your boasted doctrine of [!'popular sovereignty ?" Is this what yon nc
tean by 44 the right of the people to governlemselves?" Is this your illustration of the
rest principles of the Kansas-Nebraska bill, »
tat 44 the people are left perfectly free to form ^id regulate their domestic institutions in their
»n way ? "

8ay, if you please, that the vote on the 4th 'January was not legally authorized 1 If that
ere so, is it any the less a clear and emphaticanifestation of the popular judgment upon
e Constitution? Cannot you tell about as
ell what the people think of it, as if the vote Pi
id been given under an act which was conssedlyvalid ? Say, if you please, that the
erritorial Legislature had no authority to give
e people an opportunity to vote upon the >*

lestion of accepting or rejecting the Constitu- '".'tan ; if that were so.if such an absurdity be
Imitted.is that vote any the less to be re-
u-ded as an expression of the public voice p,
ion the Constitution? Is it any the less to
> regarded as an emphatic expression of the >'
iblic will ? u"
Sir, Congress have always heretofore sai£,id Mr. Buchanan himself said, in the debate Cl

>on the admission of Michigan, that mere
rms and modes of proceeding, to ascertain
e will of the peeple iu reference to their
institution framed preparatory to admission ~

to the Union, were not to be regarded as es- *

ntial, and might be dispensed with. They
ive always said, the main thing, the essential _

tint of inquiry, the material question, after J1, was, does it express the voice of the peo- l"

e ? Is it the free act and deed of those who er
e to live under it, and to be governed by it ? »
i the present case, the vote on the 4tn of

inuaryplaces this question beyond all posai- F
lity of aoubt or controversy. Never was the |mtiment of a people upon a vital question in
hich they were bo directly and so deeplrin orrested,manifested in a manner more clear, thl
ore decided, or more unquestionable. K(

Sir, the will of the people, I say the will of
e people, when so clearly and audibly utred,upon a question of this kind, must be
epected. The voice of remonstrance and of
-otest&tion, when it breaks forth from the
ontaneous and aroused action of the people;ben it breaks forth directly from the very
antain of power.from the independent, soveignpeople themselves.in reference to their n«
opcsed fundamental law, is as potential, and fol
much commands our consideration, as when
is addressed to us through the forms of con- ru
mtional proceedings. The spontaneous voicethe people must be heard over and above joe voice 01 a usurping minority, though clothed °r
the form of " regular proceedings." The

ght of petition, of remonstrance, of protest, «u
a right guarantied to every American citi- ^m by the Federal Constitution, and awaits fn>t the permission of legislative enactment. *u

he people of Kansas had a perfect right, in J,1,'e absence of any special law, to express their Sc>inion, their remonstrance, or protest, against ^is Constitution, either in this way, or in any reLher they might choose to adopt. »r

But, Mr. President, the vote on the 4th of w<

uinary had the sanction and authority of law.
is worse than idle to say the Territorial Leg anlature had no authority to provide for, and in
ve an opportunity to, the people to be heard )0j
pon this Constitution; to express their will an

pon it; to accent or reject it. And this was
1 that the Territorial act did, or attempted to
J. It was not an attempt, nor did it author- mi

e any uttemDt. to modifv. ehanire. or destroy
i8 Constitution, as the President is pleased to Cu

itimate. It simply afforded an opportunity to '«<

>e people, and filed a day and a mode for
tern to say whether they youId accept it or n.

at; whether they were willing to come into ~

le Union under it or not; whether it was in
zcordance with their will or not This was
iL Was this illegal ? Wat this transcending j
le authority of the Legislature? Was it il I
gal and wrong for the Legislature to give the I
Bople this privilege: and legal and all right *»

»r the Convention to deny them that privilege? ini
fas it illegal for the people to be heard anyow,upon a qnestion so vital to their welfare ? th

ir, the very absurdity of the proposition is its "J!
lost complete refutation, ft is only suggested,

*

am bound to believe, as a last and poor re-

IH ,
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»ort, to evade or party tho force of the solemnsnd emphatic remonstrance and protestationof the people of Kansas againBt the consummationof this great iniquity, by the overwhelming vote on that occasion. Our history as vkfurnishes no example of an effort by the Congress of the United States to impose an instit.tion of State Government upon a people in opposition to their clear and express will. TL.sis the first effort of the kind; possibly, it w,lbe the lost.

Mr. President, we shall do wisely to listen tothe voice of the people of Kansas. We sha.do wisely to listen to this her last appeal. Thev
nave struck a responsive chord iu the Amer
can heart. There is a point of forbearancethere is a point of endurance- beyond whichit is not safe for men or for nations to tread.We have already reached that fearful point.We should do wisely to pause, at least for awhile. I assume not to speak of the future. 1
tasume not the province of the seer. I have
no dark forebodings to utter. I have only andSnally to say, despise not the voice.spurn not;he appeal of the people. There is portentouswarning in that voice. There is terrible vengeancein that appeal.
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AYER'S CHERRY PECTORAL,
fgOB THK RAPID CTRK op

logki, Colda, Hoarienets, Influenza, Bronchitii.
Whooping Cough, Croup, Aathma,

Incipient Conaumptien.
Through a trial of many years, and through everr
tion of civilized men, .dyer's Cherry Ptrtorai has bee'
ind to afford more relief, and to cure more case-oi |»
iiiary dttease, than any other remedy known to ma
ltd. Casusofapparently settled consumption have bee
red by it, and thousand* of sufferer* who were deeine
yond the reach of human aid have Ml resirfriend, and usefulness, to sound health ami Hie ei

yinent of life, by this all-powerful artidote to di-< a-e«

the lungs and throat. Here a cold had settled on ""

ugs. The dry, hacking cough, the gltfssy eye, and die

.le, thin, features of turn who was lately lust) and

rong, whisper to all but bitn. Conscmptioj,. lie trie*

erything; but the disease is gnawing at his vital- am-

owi lie fatal symptom* more ani more over an » n

ime. He is taking ibe Cherry perioral now; it I'

jpprd hi* cough. and made hi* breathing easy, hi*

sep is sound at night; hi* appetite returns, and witi
* strength. The dart which pierced hi* eide i* nruk

iarcely any neighborhood can be found which ha* i"'1
me living trophy like this, to shadow forth the virtu'*
hich have won for the Cherry Frtt+rnl un unpcri.-i
nown. Hut its usefulness dors not end here Na}complishe*more by prevention than cure The eoan'
>* colds and cough* which it cures are the seed wt c*

3uId have ripened into a dreadful harvest of incur*I '

teases. liifiaenza, Croup. Bronchitis, floarseiu - <. I'
iy, Whooputg Cough, and all irritations of the throa
d lungs are easily cured by the Cherry p,rural if l»*'
season. Every family should have it by them,
sy will find it un invaluable protection from the ni"

is prowler which carries oil the parent «heep from
tny a flock the darting lurnb from many > hone
Authenticated evidence of these fcet*, with direct"" *

the treatment of each complaint, miiy be rons
rer's American Almanac, of which we publish d'""5
llious, and scatter them broadcast over the esrtl"
ler that the aiek everywhere may have before them d.e I

ormation it contains. Iliuggists and dealers in niemtegenerally have them for distribution gran*. and *' "

sale these remedies, prepared by Dr. J. C A>'h
aetical tud Analytical Chemist, Lowell, Ms-4 *! u

Id by X. D. fstlman, Washington. D. C , F Brow
nlade.lphia.and by all dealer* in medicine every*!"**
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g* a* request it, this recipe, wiih fsll and explicit di

at* for making it up, and successfully using it. Me
ires each applicant to enclose him one shilliiir
rce cent* to be returned a* postage on the recipe I I

id the remainder to be applied to the payment ot Un5 f I
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